Concept Paper for WSCF Interregional Programme on Christians, Empire and Basileia
(31 July–9 August 2006, Nairobi, Kenya)
In January 2005 the Staff and Officers of WSCF met in Geneva to flesh out the implementation of the General Assembly’s (GA) vision for these four years. They chose a theme for each year: 2005 Women, 2006 Empire, 2007 Migration and 2008 Students.

Each year there will be a programme bringing together students from around the globe to consider the theme. Publications will be prepared after each programme in order that all member movements will benefit from the work of the programme.

The 2005 programme Violence Against Women: Challenging Gender Roles and Power Relations between Women and Men was held in Manila in July, and it was a great success. The 2005/1 issue of the WSCF Global Ecumenical Review, Student World has already been published, under the title Gender: Unity and Empowerment. Another publication is presently in production.

Empire
Empire (Imperium) is a theme that has been raised by SCMers around the world nationally, at the World Social Forum (WSF) in which SCMers participated, and at the WSCF General Assembly.

There is no standard definition of Empire; as a Federation we have a definition that will be fine-tuned at this programme. We understand Empire to be the coherence of economic, cultural, political and military powers that constitute a global system of domination.
This system is directed by powerful nations and organisations, e.g. G8, IFI, WTO and transnational corporations (TNC), towards other countries. The instrument of domination, which is the neo-liberal economic model, is promoted by powerful nations as the means, the method and the end of all intelligent and rational human behaviour.
WSCF’s understanding of Empire is informed by the Agape (Alternative Globalisation Addressing Peoples and Earth) Document (Justice, Peace and Creation Team, World Council of Churches, 2005), which is a synthesis of years of ecumenical consideration of the issues of just globalisation.
Empire is a timely theme that needs consideration. In this programme on Empire, WSCF will seek to consider all the points that the Agape document challenges on Empire:

Churches are encouraged to analyse the convergence of the imperial powers and their military hegemony and economic domination.

Churches are called to reflect on the question of power and empire from a Biblical and theological perspective, and to take a clear faith stance on hegemonic powers.

Churches are encouraged to support global initiatives to transform multilateral bodies such as the United Nations (UN) to address the real needs of the peoples of the world for peace and justice.

Churches are asked to support initiatives of the churches in their reflection on hegemonic powers, such as critical efforts of the European churches on the contract for a European Constitution, and the debate about empire by churches of the United States of America (USA).
Naming the Powers, and the Empire

Our understanding of Empire, apart from the 2003/1 issue of the WSCF Global Ecumenical Review, Student World, on Power and Principalities, is also informed by the work of Walter Wink, who wrote a trilogy about the Powers: Naming the Powers, Unmasking the Powers and Engaging the Powers.
In this programme, participants will be encouraged to recognise and reflect on the manifestations of Empire around the world, in their regions and countries. They will be encouraged to analyse how Empire shapes their lives and the effect of Empire on culture and higher education, trade, women and Indigenous people. We believe that naming the powers that control our world is the first step in being liberated from the Empire’s ideological captivity.

Learning about Alternatives to Empire

Participants in this programme will undertake research about alternatives to Empire in their context and then share this with the other participants. Part of the programme is exposure visits to NGOs working in Africa on just alternatives to Empire.

Christian Response to Empire: Jesus Christ, Constantine and Resistance
Participants will learn about the ways in which Christians have responded to Empire over the centuries. There will be Bible studies and theological reflection on the ministry of Jesus Christ and the Early Church and Empire, on Christians since Constantine and examples of Christian resistance to Empire, including WSCF examples.
Walter Wink says on the Church since Constantine: “The Church soon found herself the darling of Constantine. Called on to legitimate the Empire, the Church abandoned much of its social critique. The Powers were soon divorced from political affairs and made airy spirits, who preyed only on individuals. The State was thus freed of one of the most powerful brakes against idolatry.”
Promoting Alternatives

Participants will be asked to consider what the alternatives to Empire are, and as SCMers what kind of globalisation we want and we will work for. How can we work for a globalisation of justice and peace instead of exploitation and domination? What roles can SCMers and WSCF play? How do we use the tools we have to resist the Empire?
The conference will draw up an international solidarity action plan for WSCF and member movements. The conference will also consider and make a plan about how WSCF can use its status with the UN agencies more effectively to work for justice and peace.

WSCF, Empire and Basileia

In the history of the Federation we have many examples of students who have resisted Empire in Japan, France, East Timor, Germany, China, Hungary, the former Czechoslovakia, Poland, Indonesia, USA, and the list goes on. This programme will try to ensure that WSCF produces student leaders who have the theological and political analysis to resist Empire today.

WSCF is responsible to encourage her student constituency to engage with the Empire in order to fulfil WSCF’s aim of using student ministry to realise God’s Basileia, where justice and peace for all reign.

Hence, the programme on Empire hopes to bring about awareness of the pertinent issues and to find ways to motivate the constituents of WSCF to analyse the current political and economic situation and respond in a courageous Christian way.

Objectives of the Programme

To bring awareness of the various forms and issues surrounding Empire; to understand the cultural and socio-economic implications that contribute to systems that support the Empire, such as trade practices, patriarchy, an international balance of power; to analyse the role of the Church and Christians in accepting or challenging the Empire; to motivate international analysis and solidarity on actions about Empire among the Student Christian Movements in the Federation.
Components of the Programme
Exposures to non-governmental organisations (NGOs) working on issues of trade justice, women’s rights, indigenous people, international affairs, globalisation; student panel on the Empire and resistance to Empire in their contexts; critical analysis of the Empire globally and in our regions, countries, churches, academic community and personal lives; critical theological reflection on Empire; a plan to increase WSCF’s effectiveness using our status with UN agencies (ECOSOC, UNESCO, Human Rights Commission); to draw an International Solidarity Action Plan on Empire.
Criteria for Participants
The participants should have been a member of their Student Christian Movement for at least two years; be an undergraduate or in the first or second year in Masters studies; have some knowledge and understanding of the issues surrounding Empire; have taken part in activities organised by her or his country’s social movement. Successful applicants will be required to present a paper on a specific topic of the Empire in relation to her or his region during the programme.

Number of Participants

Three participants from the host region, Africa; two participants from each of the other five regions of WSCF (Asia-Pacific, Europe, Latin America and Caribbean, Middle East, North America); two resource persons; three Africa Regional staff; two Interregional Staff; one Interregional Officer; one Interregional Executive Committee (ExCo) Member: so, the total number will be twenty-two.
