Invitation to Solidarity Conference of WSCF Europe

‘I was a stranger and you invited me in’:

Homelessness and Poverty Housing in Europe Today

Cluj, Romania, 3–9 May 2006
Topic: “Modern poverty” strictly divides Europe’s societies between rich and poor. One of its most dramatic aspects is people living without adequate housing. To explore this issue, WSCF Europe will hold a conference in cooperation with the international NGO Habitat for Humanity. This partnership conference is an opportunity to put solidarity work on poverty housing and homelessness into practice. It is also the chance to put into an international perspective some of the work WSCF national movements have already been engaging in regarding the housing issue. Being a Christian organization, many people see the quotation from the Gospel according to Matthew (25:35) as their starting point: “I was a stranger and you invited me in.” 

Thematic programme: The conference will take place in Cluj, (Transylvania) Romania, from 3–9 May 2006. Experts will give you a detailed introduction to the situation of homeless people in different societies, as well as theological perspectives and policy on refugees. We invite you to reflect on the concept of “home” and to introduce case studies from your home country. Various organisations will also present their approaches and their work. You will also have the chance to get in touch with people directly by helping a family to construct its own house at a Habitat building site or with other NGOs. Based on the information, experiences and discussion presented, we will get clearer ideas on how to fight poverty and homelessness in our own societies. Like all WSCF events, this conference is an excellent place for you to live ecumenically with students of other denominations and to learn from their cultures.

Organizers: The World Student Christian Federation (WSCF) is an ecumenical student organization founded in 1895. It has regional offices on six continents; the headquarters of the Europe region is located in Budapest. Today, the Europe region has 26 member movements across the continent. The primary activity of WSCF Europe is to run semi-annual conferences and to offer training for members of national movements. This includes ecumenical and leadership training, as well as training in different interest areas such as theology, gender, culture and higher education, and solidarity. Habitat for Humanity International is a Christian organization founded in the United States in 1976 to actively address the issue of poverty housing in a just and equitable way. Since that time they have expanded into more than 3,000 communities worldwide, constructing more than 175,000 houses for low-income families. When Habitat for Humanity took part in WSCF’s General Assembly in 2004, many individuals and member movements became interested in this organization. This conference is a way to exchange information and learn about one another’s interests. For more information about the organizers, please visit our websites at www.wscf-europe.org and www.habitat.org.

Participants: We expect between 40 and 45 students and ecumenical guests from across Europe and beyond. Each affiliated and associated movement may send two participants to the conference; contact movements may send one (or more upon invitation). If you are interested in this conference, please write for more information to wscf_solidarity@yahoo.com.
