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Invitation to Training Session of WSCF Europe

Gender equality – is there such a thing?

Kismaros, Hungary, 16 – 22 July 2007 and

Nitra, Slovakia, 30 August – 6 September 2007

The topic: We are living in a world where we often hear about gender equality, but what is gender equality? Do we all have the same understanding of gender equality? In practice, is there such a thing? Are we, as men and women, equal from all points of view? Do we agree or disagree, like or dislike, respect or disrespect the concept of gender equality? These questions and others will be raised during the training session and will be explored from many points of view. The training session is organised together with the Gender Interest Group of WSCF Europe and continues (partly) the work of the study session organised this spring in Strasbourg by WSCF Europe in co-operation with the Council of Europe.

The programme: We aspire to work through a number of different methodologies, including lectures, small groups, creative workshops, plenary and brainstorming sessions. Experts will offer closer insight into the topic, but students will be expected to actively participate in small groups, plenary, games, and workshops by sharing their knowledge and interests related to these issues. In addition, language training will also be a focus of the program. Apart from the intellectual content, there will be opportunities for social and spiritual development through cultural exchange and common prayer and worship. We aim to create a “safe space” where each and every person can freely express her/his opinion, as WSCF is an ecumenical organisation that supports diversity in areas of gender, denomination, background, etc. 

The participants: The training session will bring together from across Europe approximately 25 participants, including students, lecturers and guests who are active in Christian movements in their home countries, with guest lecturers consisting of academics and activists who specialise in this topic. A good knowledge of English is important, but language development will be a part of the program. For more information or to receive an application form, please contact the organisers at lftraining@yahoo.com The application dead-line is June 1st 2007.

Organizers: The World Student Christian Federation is one of the oldest ecumenical student organisations, founded in 1895. Regional offices are located in six continents (The European office is located in Budapest, Hungary.). Twenty-six member movements in 18 countries currently belong to the Europe region. The main aims of WSCF Europe are to organise semi-annual conferences concerning theology, solidarity, gender, culture and higher education, and training for students of national movements. We believe that faith and social justice cannot be separated, and strive towards unity across the boundaries of denominations, nations, gender, and cultures. Lingua Franca is a language and leadership training programme of WSCF Europe, aiming at breaking down linguistic and cultural barriers between East and West. During the past 16 years, since 1991, Lingua Franca has organised language courses and training sessions for students in Central and Eastern Europe each year.
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