Conference of the World Student Christian Federation–Europe Region

Family: Expectations and Exceptions
Strasbourg, France 4th-11th March 2007
The topic: This conference aims to explore the concept of ‘the family’ both in the church and in society, especially in Europe. How has it changed over the last 10, 20, 50 years? How does it differ in different parts of Europe? How does living in a multiethnic, multicultural, multi-religious Europe affect the concept of family? Is there only one model of family? What are the challenges from society to the concept of family? How does the traditional model of family influence society? How do we see Identity, Self-esteem and stereotypes in relation to the understanding of Family and Gender? What role does Church play in the question of family and gender roles?
The programme: We aspire to work through a number of different methodologies, including plenary sessions, small groups and creative workshops. The programme will incorporate space not only for “professional” input, but also for student participants to share their knowledge and interests related to the topic. Apart from the intellectual content, there will also be opportunities for social and spiritual development through cultural exchange and common prayer and worship. Finally, the programme will include an excursion in Strasbourg in order to better understand the local context. The conference will be a safe space in which to explore these issues together, from many difference perspectives.
The participants: The conference will bring together from across Europe approximately 40 students and young people (ages 18–30) who are active in Christian movements in their home countries, with guest lecturers consisting of  academics and activists who specialise in this topic. A good knowledge of English is necessary. 
For more information or to receive an application form, please contact the conference organizers at WSCFfamily@hotmail.com. The application deadline is 1st February 2007.   
The organiser: The World Student Christian Federation is a global fellowship of Christian students in more than 100 countries. We organise conferences, training events and solidarity activities. Europe is one of the Federation’s six regions, with 23 national Student Christian Movements (SCMs) in 18 countries. We believe that faith and social justice cannot be separated. As Christians we must be ready to be engaged in theological, political and social issues. WSCF is a space for discussion and sharing ideas from different perspectives as young Christian students in an open-minded way. We strive towards unity in diversity across the boundaries of denomination, nation, culture and gender. WSCF aims to provide a forum of Christian witness and ecumenical dialogue for students. 
