Brave New World: Searching for Security in the XXIst Century
2–7 July 2006, Ramingstein, Austria
The Central European Subregion (CESR) of the World Student Christian Federation (WSCF) warmly invites you to join the forthcoming summer seminar on the topic of Searching for Security in the XXIst Century. Comparing and contrasting the dystopian visions presented in two landmark books of the XXth century—George Orwell’s 1984 and Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World—the seminar will explore the various ways in which fear and the desire for security order our lives on the personal, communitarian, national and religious levels. Further, it aims to help formulate strategies for responsible risk-taking within the same contexts.
The approach of the seminar will be interdisciplinary in nature, beginning with the psychological background and examining its implications in religion, politics, economics and society. The idea of Utopia and Dystopia (Anti-utopia) will serve as subtexts for the entire seminar, with students encouraged to read both 1984 and Brave New World before coming; and while at the seminar, to collaborate on envisioning a contemporary positive Utopia as an alternative to these models, because another world is possible. Finally, a myriad of practical activities will allow participants to reflect on their own actions and examine their own motives in actual contexts, encouraging them to be more thoughtful and aware as actors and enablers in their communities.

Besides keynote lectures on the various aspects of security mentioned above, other programmes will be offered, including group discussions and workshops by the participants. We encourage you all to consider sharing your gifts by organising a workshop on an aspect of the topic which is interesting to you. And aside from the thematic input, there will also be time for common prayer and worship, and of course for parties, talks and intercultural sharing. Finally, bringing the topic down to a very concrete level, a mountaineering excursion is planned to the Austrian Alps, encouraging participants who are willing to overcome their own fears and anxieties, and to try to build trust with each other as a mutually interdependent community.
If you have a good knowledge of English and interest in the topic, please send your application form to your country’s contact person below, by 25 May 2006. We anticipate forty participants from Central European countries, but interested students from neighbouring countries are also encouraged to apply. All accommodation and board costs are covered by the CESR; we ask only a participation fee of €20. Travel costs for all participants from the five CESR countries will be fully reimbursed; travel reimbursements for participants from outside the subregion will be negotiated with the coordinator. Accordingly, we ask you, please, to travel by the absolute cheapest means possible. If you have any questions about the conference, please contact your national movement:

Bractwo Młodzieży Prawosławnej w Polsce
Ilona Wakuluk, ilonciaw@wp.pl 

Aleksandra Łuksza, saszka321@wp.pl 

EKUNET (Slovakia)

Lukaš Trebula,  trebula@burzuj.sk
Evangelische Hochschulgemeinde in Österreich
Eva Taxacher, eva_taxacher@hotmail.com
Stephan Anzengruber, s.anzengruber@gmx.at

Keresztény Ökumenikus Diákegyesület (Hungary)

Szabó András, szabo.andras@freemail.hu 

Oikumené – Akademická YMCA (Czech Republic)

Lubomir German, lgerman@pobox.sk 

CESR office (all others)

Rebecca Blocksome, rblocksome@yahoo.com
For more information about the organiser, please visit www.wscf-cesr.org (Central European Subregion) and www.wscf-europe.org (World Student Christian Federation–Europe Region).

